
The Order of Service 
 

The Greeting  
 

P This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C    Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Welcome  

 

The Sharing of the Peace 

 

Opening Hymn  537 “Beautiful Savior” 

 

The Invocation 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 
 

Responsive Psalm  Psalm 42 
 

 

P  As a deer pants for flowing streams; 

C  So pants my soul for you, O God. 
 

P  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; 

C  When shall I come and appear before God? 
  

P  My tears have been my food day and night; 

C  While they say to me continually; Where is your God? 
 

P  These things I will remember, as I pour out my soul; 

C  How I would go with the throng and lead them in procession to the house of    
     God. 
 
ALL:  As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. 

 
 

P  We are transformed in Christ 

C  to share the hope of eternal life.  
 

 



 

Confession and Absolution   
 

P In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C 
 

Amen 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C 
 

who made heaven and earth 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 

C 
 

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the fellowship of this altar, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me a sinner. 

C 
 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 

and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 

our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 

and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C 
 

Amen. 

 

The Kyrie   Lord, Have Mercy  Mark 10:47 
 

 



 

The Gloria in Excelsis    Glory to God in the Highest  Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Salutation  2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 P  The Lord be with you.  

 C And also with you.  
 

The Prayer of the Day 

     P Let Us Pray 
 Almighty God, grant to us today Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from 

above, that Your Word might not be bound, but have free course, so that we may be steadfast 

in faith and serve You as we abide in You. 

 C Amen. 

 



The First Reading 1 Kings 17:8-16 

 
8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to 

Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he 

arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow 

was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a 

vessel, that I may drink.”11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, 

“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, 

I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am 

gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we 

may eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. 

But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for 

yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall 

not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain 

upon the earth.’” 15 And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household 

ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, 

according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Epistle Hebrews 9:24-28 
 
24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the 

true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 

behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places 

every year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly 

since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of 

the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man 

to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear 

the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God.  
  

The Object Lesson 



 

Verse  Matthew 5:10 
 

P  Alleluia. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

C    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia. 
 

The Holy Gospel Mark 12:38-44 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 12th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in 
long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses 
and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.”41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the 
people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large 
sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make 
a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to 
you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 
offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of 
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Hymn  685 “Let us Ever walk with Jesus” 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ✠ everlasting. 

Amen.   
 



 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs: 

 

P Merciful Lord, You send the Holy Spirit to call Your people to faith. Graciously 

keep us in Your Word and send out faithful laborers into Your harvest. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

 

C    Hear our prayer 
 

P Gracious God, grant us faith like that of the widow, who gave her last two coins, 

trusting that You would care for her every need. Deliver us from all hypocrisy, and 

give us genuine faith, joyful piety and cheerful giving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 

C    Hear our prayer 
 

P O Lord, You call us to honor the authorities set over us. Look with favor upon those 

who hold office in this land, especially our newly elected president and Congress, our 

judges and magistrates, our governor and legislature. Preserve them from evil, and 

bless them in body and soul. Lord, in Your mercy,  

 

C Hear our prayer 
 

P Merciful God, Your Son came not to be served but to serve, especially to serve those 

who are ignored and despised. Comfort the afflicted and troubled, the sick [especially 

_____________ and all who have asked for our prayers], all women with child, all 

young children, all who mourn, and all who are in need. Keep them steadfast in the 

faith, and bring their suffering to an end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C    Hear our prayer 
 

P Almighty Father, grant repentance and faith to all who receive our Lord’s body and 

blood today, that in the unity of a true confession, they may receive it for the 

forgiveness of their sins. Lord, in Your mercy, 

 

C    Hear our prayer 
 



P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your 

dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from 

the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for 

us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all 

glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 

The Offering 

       Please stand as the offering is brought forward. 
Three ways to give: 1)  offering plate—cash or check. 2) online at holycrossstegen.org 

 Click the “Give” icon. 3)  by mail. 

 

The Offertory Hymn Psalm 51:10-12 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

The Preface   
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:2 

C    And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C    We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Psalm 136 

C    It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
 

P  It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 

die eternally.  Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  
 

The Sanctus   Holy, Holy, Holy  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 



The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. 

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His 

cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in 

His body and blood. 

 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26-28 
 

P 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



The Pax Domini    The Peace of the Lord  John 20:19 
 

P 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
 

The Agnus Dei    The Lamb of God  John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Holy Communion □ The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very body 
and blood along with bread and wine. We believe the Lord’s Supper is a 
means of grace in that it provides forgiveness of sins and strengthening 
of our faith. The Bible also teaches us to examine ourselves prior to 
receiving the meal.  
 

Participants are encouraged to ask these questions: Do I believe that I am a sinner and am truly 
sorry for my sins? Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior and that it is His true body and blood 
given to me along with the bread and wine? Do I intend with the help of God to repent of sin as 
I seek to follow Him?  
 

If you have not been instructed in this teaching on Holy Communion, are in doubt, or hold to a 
different confession of faith, please come forward and cross your arms to indicate that you 
would like a blessing. 
 



Communion Hymn  629 “What Is This Bread” 

 

Communion Hymn  633 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

  Please stand on the last verse 

 
 

The Nunc Dimittis    The Song of Simeon  Luke 2:29-32 
 

 

 

 

□ 

 

 
 

  



The Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C 
 

 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

Amen. 

  

The Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

P 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.                                   

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 

C 
 

Amen. 

Closing Hymn  694 “Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower” 

 

 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Pastor:   Jarold Rux 
Ushers:  Rick Hutson 
         Wayne Schremp &  
  Randy Ruzicka 
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